{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 198                  LIFE  AND   TIMES   OF   STEIN.        [PART VII.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 with all the diplomatists of Europe in a great historic town, but without any preparation or pomp, con\-stituted a kind of shabby rehearsal of the Congress of Vienna. Jackson's Diary enables us to realise it:}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 November i7th. In the evening I assisted at a ball given by the town of Frankfurt to the Allied Sovereigns. Little expense was incurred in preparations for it, the ball-room being but poorly decorated and no supper provided. But this fete was remarkable on account of the number of royal personages assembled together tinder the peculiar circumstances of the moment. Almost as many stars were to be seen glittering there as there were stars then shining in the firmament, and as many princely potentates as constellations\hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'97\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0 from the imperial and autocratic heads to the pettiest of the immediate princes. Besides the King of Prussia we had His Majesty of Bavaria\hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'97\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0 a good, jolly, farmer-like-looking fellow, crossed with the heaviness of a German prince, and who formed a principal object of curiosity and attention in this motley assembly. Then there was the Duke of Wiirebtirg, very like his brother, the Emperor. The King of Wurtemberg, who is on his way hither, was almost the only absentee. Bonaparte's papa-in-law sneaked about as he always does, as if he were ashamed of himself. His brother-emperor, Alexander, though for the second time only that I have seen him wear shoes and stockings since he was invested, did not condescend to wear the Garter; at which I felt in such a rage that I almost wished I could have had it to strangle him with. His Imperial Majesty sauntered nbouifaismii lejoli OKiir with every pretty woman lie met.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 The venerable Marshal Bliicher was present, covered with his well-earned honours, and wearing the latest additions to them, the Grand Crosses of Maria Theresa and St George. I saw also, for the first time since my return to the Continent, Prince William of Prussia, who was extremely gracious. He talked with me a good deal of our old Berlin days, and was much concerned to hear of my brother's ill-health,}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 As to the women, I never saw at any rinnion less beauty or more vulgarity. It was said that the new princess (Mctternich had just been made a Prince) was to appear at this ball; but I heard Mettermch say that his wife had remained at "Vienna}\par }